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1 Follow the Tower Parade service road to reach 
Northwood Road.

2 Surface the back alley, 3 metres wide with 
machine-laid bitmac.  Ensure that this ties in with 
garage aprons.  Keep the verge against the west 
side boundary fencing and plant this with creeper 
and close hanging flowering shrubs or wisteria.

3 Make a 3m wide opening in the boundary fence 
here, erect posts to mark gateway and a central 
bollard to prevent vehicle access.

4 Make new path 2.5m wide along edge of parking 
area and mark out the route with 2 standard 
trees.

5 Treat this corridor as a short length of avenue as 
shown in the photograph.  Plant flowering cherry 
trees, or similar species which does not grow too 
high to overshadow gardens.  Ensure trees are 
planted in deep and well treated pits.  At either 
end set a steel arch commemorating the Crab 
and Winkle Railway.

6 Flush kerbs are required either end of The Sidings 
together with a pavement build-out to prevent 
parking opposite the entrance.

7 The line of the railway is marked down the road 
with stainless steel studs.

View at 2.

View at 5.

View at 6.
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8 This open area stands at the end of the remains of the 
railway.  It could be treated as a small open space ringed 
with trees as shown on the plans.  Incorporate any existing 
trees, but keep the ground open for good visibility.  A 
feature could be made of the junction between paths.

9 Existing concrete link path to Clare Road.

10 Existing access to Station Road.

11 Link to back lane.

12 The railway land itself is quite wide and could be treated 
in a number of ways.  Because it is so straight we suggest 
that it is designed as an avenue – a slightly formal 
space.  On the side of Station Road housing, the existing 
vegetation should be kept to maintain privacy, but on the 
Clare Road side remove some vegetation down to the 
lane edge to give an open aspect to the railway path for 
enhanced personal security.

13 Important link to the central part of Station Road, via 
existing overgrown gap.  At the railway end turn the path 
southwards to give sufficient space for a 1:20 ramp as 
shown.

14 Existing link to Clare Road.  Lower the main path by a metre 
or so in this area so as to make an easy connection to this 
important link through to Athol Road.

15 The railway embankment begins to climb here, but keep to 
the same principle of avenue of trees and low vegetation on 
the east side.

25m

2.5m

back
lane

Low steel rail and 
posts to define 
edge of greas 
and stop vehicles

Avenue trees at 
20m centre

Clare Road 
Gardens

2.5m wide path with 1.0m wide 
verges either side

Sketch showing 
typical section 
through Crab and 
Winkle Railway

View at 8.
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7. The Development, Design and Construction of ‘Traffic Free’ Sections

Surface dressing with tar spray and 
chips comprises generally two layers 
each of bituminous emulsion, sprayed 
on the path surface either hot or cold 
and then a thin layer of stone just 1 
stone thick being rolled in to provide 
the running surface.  This in effect gives 
a bituminous mass perhaps 15 mm 
thick.  The stones should be rounded 
so that they are less damaging should 
a cyclist fall off even though a crushed 
stone will of course adhere better.  
The particular problem faced by the 
application of this surface, which must 
be done in dry weather, is to achieve a 
smooth surface free from longitudinal 
undulations or corrugations.  

The surface dressing here is so thin 
that, unlike the DBM application, it 
simply reflects the profile of the sub-
base below.  So it is essential that this 
sub-base itself is laid to an accurate 
profile and we find that this requires 
either skilled and conscientious 
operatives, or using a simple sledgebox 
to drag the materials or to run the sub-
base through a paving machine.    
It is probably this detail which makes 
a surface dressed finish relatively 
unattractive combined with little 
difference in cost, when compared 
with the strength of the finished path 
obtained by DBM surface.  However, in 
its favour there will be circumstances 
where a finish of natural materials is 
considered essential and this may be 
the most appropriate way of  
achieving it.

2 layers of tarspray  
and chippings

A stone regulating layer 50-100mm 
thick to make a regular surface may not 
be needed at all if the ballast is clean

Hard surface such as railway 
ballast or gravel road

Detail of path 
construction  
on firm ground

Verges flush with surface
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16 This access ramp will be the way to the station so it is comparatively important.  
However, due to limited space make the path 1.5m wide on a 2m wide bench all cut 
out of the embankment.  Move the main path over to the east side of the railway 
embankment to make room for this.  At its junction with the existing path, make a 
steel “Crab & Winkle” arch to define the entrance.  

17 Existing narrow path beside road but at a high level is not suitable for shared use, 
cyclists need to dismount.

18 Proposed bridge over Teynham Road is based on existing railway abutments and 
has been the subject of a separate planning application.

19 In order to make the link to the railway platform, drop the path down at a gradient of 
1:20 either way from the 2 bridges.  This will mean the access link does not have to 
climb so far, and will gain a little extra width to give space for this ramp.

20 Make this ramp down to the station platform at a gradient of 1:15.  This should be 
1.5m wide and excavated out from the embankment.  Carefully keep any vegetation 
down the slope from the ramp to maintain the privacy of the neighbours.  Note 
although the project can build the ramp, only Network Rail can make the final 
connection via the existing iron gate.  The short section of path leading to this gate 
may need to be built upon gabions.

21 Bridge already proposed.

22 Make this ramp in fill to give as direct a route as possible to reach the station.  

23 Path continues in the same avenue style, but over this section keep the south-west 
side open, not the eastern side.

24 Link to existing path with a “Crab & Winkle” arch.

20. View of gate at end of Whitstable platform 7
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